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More on Amos...

At first glance, it may seem that
the book of Amos is all about the
law. Amos uses strong words
and images pointing to Israel’s sin

and need for repentance.

For most of Amos 1-9:10; the law of
God is proclaimed. This is not
necessarily a bad thing. After all, the
people of Israel need to hear the law.
They have abused God’s commands
to worship, care for the poor and how
to live their life. In essence they have
neglected to love God and their

neighbor.

The primary purpose of the law is to
point out our sin. The law reveals our
sin before our very eyes. Paul speaks
about the law in Romans 3:20 “For by
works of the law no human being will
be justified in his sight, since through
the law comes knowledge of sin.”
The law crushes those who hear it

because it can only point out sin and

Law and Gospel in Amos

the consequences of that sin.

Amos, by God’s command, has
pointed out to Israel that sin and the

consequences. They are severe.

But the good news, the gospel, is all
in chapter 9! Amos does not end with
the law but with the gospel. In fact,
the gospel dominates the book of
Amos. Though it may only be one
chapter, and a few verses at that, the
gospel in Amos is so clear and
precise that it dominates the entire
book. The gospel in Amos points to
Christ. Itis in Jesus Christ which the
promise first given to Abraham (Gen.
12:3) will be fulfilled and all nations
will be blessed. In our baptism we are
planted in Christ, and we ‘shall never

again be uprooted’ (Amos 9:15).

The last chapter of Amos includes
many great promises for the Israelites
but also for you and me. These
promises are everlasting. As we have
seen before, God does not break His
gospel promises. We can look the

cross and the empty tomb to know

that this is true.

Please join us next week as we begin our new
sermon series on the book of Acts! We will be
seeing how the church, the body of Christ,
grew from Jerusalem, to Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth. This will be an exciting

series exploring the early church.

"BUT you will receive
power when the
HOLY SPIRIT has
come upon you;
and you will be my
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Acts 1:8, NRSV
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