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The Book of Acts

The book of Acts was written
by Luke. The early church
father Eusebius (c. 325)
gives numerous sources to
identify the author of this
book as Luke. Also, both
Luke and Acts have a similar
feel and flow that they are
thought to be two volumes.

Acts or “Acts of All the
Apostles” appears to have
been written around A. D. 63,
soon after the last event
recorded in the book. One of
the major clues is that Acts
ends in a cliff hanger. Paul is
standing on trial in Rome. If
Luke had known of the
outcome of the trial then he
probably would have
included it in the book.

The pages of Acts are
dripping with distinct details
that delight historians and
readers alike. Covering a
time period of 30 years, Acts
begins in Jerusalem and

ends in Rome. In between
we see the church fulfilling
Jesus’ prophecy “you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of
the earth” (Acts 1:8). We see
all kinds of different people
and cultures; from Caesarea
to Antioch, Ephesus to
Corinth and Athens to Rome.
The book takes us to what
would culturally be
considered the ends of the
earth for God’s people;
Rome.

All this time we can see the
influences and historical
encounters that Paul has
with the early Christians
particularly in his letters to
those Christians. In a sense
we can get a better picture of
the early church by reading
those letters of Paul as he
encounters the Christians he
addresses the letters.
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